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PREFACE 
70 THE 


TWENTY-SEVENTH VOLUME. 


Tue Macazine still holds on its quiet unobtrusive way, noting indica- 
tions and instances of progress, amidst many obstacles, in the reform and im- 
provement of seamen. Little, however, has it said of the Great the Chief 
Obstacle inthe way of a Reformed Marine Service—The almost utter 
want of interest in the employer, for the welfare and wellbeing of the 
employee. ‘True our volume speaks of Banks, and Homes, and Bethels and 
Chaplaincies, as fruits of the interest of the merchant and owner, as well as 
others in the welfare and improvement of the sailor, but of the present sys- 
tem of shipping, rewarding, and treating seamen, a system almost as well 
devised as possible to keep good men from, and drive reformed sailors out. of the 
service, it says little. That isa subject yet to be discussed, an obstacle, and 
a great one, yet to be removed out of the way. To our Correspondents we 
say “all hands on sea and shore to the work,” and nothing daunted, the Ma- 
gazine will hold on increasing in strength with years, till in place of the pre- 
sent degrading system, a new one shall spring up better for owner and officer, 
and sailor, till this last great obstacle is removed, and the sailor everywhere 
a maz and a Christian. 
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